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DAILY SUMMARY — OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM

Current as of 11:00 a.m. EST April 4, 2003
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Coalition Forces Update
o The 34 Infantry Division continues a two pronged attack toward

Significant Events in Last 24 Hours

o Elements of the 31 Infantry Division seized
Saddam Hussein International Airport ten miles
southwest of Baghdad, renaming it Baghdad
International Airport. Fighting continues in and
around the airport, as other coalition units close
in on Baghdad from the south and southeast.

o U.S. Special Operations Forces raided
Saddam Hussein’s summer palace in Tikrit,
seizing documents.

¢ U.S. and Kurdish forces in the north attacked

Iraqi forces, capturing the town of Khazar.

Iragi Forces Update

o A spokesman from U.S. Central Command

indicates the some 2,500 Iraqi soldiers of the

Republican Guard’s Baghdad's Division

surrendered to U.S. Marines between Kut and

Baghdad.

U.S. forces in the vicinity of Baghdad

International Airport may have engaged the

elite Special Republican Guard, the elite unit

charged with the defense of Baghdad.

o Scattered remnants of Republican Guard
divisions may be falling back into downtown

Baghdad. After crossing the Euphrates River, the division attacked
north on two axes, one seizing Baghdad International Airport, the other
attacking from the south and closing to within ten miles of the city.

o The 1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade attacks northwest along Highway
6, destroying an Iraqi tank battalion and advancing to within 15 miles the
city.

o The 101st Airborne Division completed the isolation of the town of An
Najaf in order to deny paramilitary forces access to the city. The 82nd
Airborne Division conducted direct action missions against Iraqi
paramilitary forces in the vicinity of As Samawah in order to secure
coalition supply routes.

o British forces continue to isolate the city of Basra, balancing force
protection with providing humanitarian efforts to supply the population
with needed supplies.

Baghdad, perhaps to form an urban defensive
perimeter within the city.
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